
Tools for Success in College: Free for the Taking 

College will be here before 
you know it, and this class will 
help you get ready.

It’s never too early to begin planning for 

college.  The decision of where to go is up to 

you, but the tools you can use to get there are 

right here.  Throughout the school year, we’ll 

build knowledge and skills that will ensure 

your success in both upper-level high school 

and collegiate coursework.  Research strate-

gies, study skills, public speaking skills, organ-

izational methods, and group dynamics are 

all developed in English 9G and useful 

throughout the rest of your school career.

We’ll start the year off with a review of 

literary devices used by authors to create last-

ing, classic works of literature.  Your ability to 

identify these devices will be useful when doing 

work in the humanities, where author intent is 

often at the forefront of consideration.

At the same time, we’ll be working on 

study skills that will help you integrate new 

information into what you already know, 

making the time you spend on review and 

homework more productive.

Working in groups, we’ll pay attention to 

how groups function and what effective groups 

need to get their work done.  We’ll share our 

ideas as in-class presentations, refining and 

improving your public-speaking skills.  Presen-

tations are a part of life in high school and 

some college-level classes.  In this class, mak-

ing your presentations better is a high priority.

Staying organized is one of the best 

ways to be successful in any class environ-

ment.  You will be given several tools (see 

page 2) to help you manage the work from 

class and stay focused on your assignments.  

It will be critical for you to establish an organ-

izational style to keep things in check.  The 

article below highlights supplies that will help 

you do just that.

Other Topics Inside:

novels we’ll study 2

resources you can use 2

literary analysis 3

grading policies & projects 4
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Supplies You Need in Class Arriving to class prepared is essential for ensuring progress and maintaining focus.  You will 

need to have the following materials with you at all times: 10–20 sheets of loose-leaf paper, a 

three-ring binder with at least five tabbed dividers, three pens producing blue or black ink, three 
#2 pencils, any highlighters or markers you use to help with notes or organization, and any texts 

or materials distributed in class relevant to what is being studied.  (For example, your OHS 

Honors English Primer, discussed more on page 2, should always be brought to class.)  The 

three-ring binder used for this class may only include materials from other classes if you use 

tabbed dividers to separate the subjects.  Visit misterfriend.net for links to suggested supplies.

MR. FRIEND’S
ENGLISH 9G 
CLASSES 2005



A well-written novel 

gives readers an 

opportunity to view 

life through the 

eyes of multiple 

characters.  By 

studying novels, we 

will explore the 

values and phi-

losophies of a 

variety of charac-

ters and authors.  

Our focus will be 

on social percep-

tions and reform, 

in historical, 

modern, and 

futuristic contexts.

To Kill a Mockingbird Animal Farm The Fountainhead

Author’s Experiences
Raised in Monroe, Alabama 

around the outset of the civil rights 

movement, Harper Lee was the 

tomboy daughter of a lawyer.

Author’s Perspectives
A British author raised near the 

beginning of the 20th century, 

George Orwell saw the outset of 

socialism in Europe.

Author’s Philosophies
One of the foremost proponents of 

objectivism, Ayn Rand places an 

extreme value on intelligence, 

determination and creative force.

Setting
Maycomb, Alabama is a small 

town beginning its journey into the 

big issues of racial equality during 

the aftermath of the Depression.

Historical Context
During the 1940s, England saw 

the influx of communist rule grow 

prior to World War I; many were 

fearful of losing the monarchy.

Prevalent Themes 
Known as Borrowed Lives during 

composition, The Fountainhead 

illustrates the ways people find 

and gain value in their existence.

Prevalent Themes
Atticus Finch, lead role in the 

story, teaches his children to re-

spect others and imagine life 

through their eyes.

Literary Connections
Orwell’s Animal Farm and 1984 

(studied in 10th grade) have very 

blatant anti-socialist views; this 

story satirizes communist Russia.

Modern Elements
The legal and economic battles 

waged in this story are not unlike 

those seen today; building design 

sees the same challenging forces.

Print and Online Resources
Because of the high volume of content 

studied in this course, you should always be 

aware of the resources available to you for 

assistance.  The most relevant will be the class 

website and the OHS Honors English Primer.  

You will receive a copy of the Primer this 

week, and the website is already available.

Your OHS Honors English Primer is a 

document created by a collaborative effort of 

teachers at this school for over a decade.  It 

contains information you will use throughout 

your four years here at Oviedo High, as well 

as in your college classes.  As you progress 

through your years in honors English, refer to 

the Primer for reference information related 

to any aspect of your studies — for instance, 

the glossary provides a standard source of 

meaning used by the entire department.

The class website is an up-to-date source 

of information related to class activities.  From 

one address (http://misterfriend.net), you can 

access daily homework assignments, weekly 

schedules, notices of upcoming events, lecture 

notes, and class handouts.  You can expect 

the site to be updated on a near-daily basis, 

and most documents distributed in class (in-

cluding the OHS Honors English Primer) will 

be available from the site the same day you 

receive them in class.

Be sure to refer to these resources regu-

larly throughout the school year, as they are 

the best way to stay on top of class activities 

and help keep things organized.

Classroom Expectations
As most of the content of this class will 

revolve around whole-group discussion and 

group work, respect the opinions and ideas of 

others in the the room will be of utmost impor-

tance and will be a necessity at all times.  

Since others will expect to have your opinions 

added to the discussion, you will also have 

the responsibility to contribute to discussions 

regularly.  When working in small groups, 

allow all members of the group an opportu-

nity to positively contribute to the product.

In addition to respect for others in class, 

all students are expected to respect them-

selves enough to hold their own opinions, 

and, when discussing literature, to support 

those opinions with examples from the text.  

That same self-respect plays a role when sub-

mitting work.  All assignments completed for 

this course must be your own, original work.

Students are also expected to show 

respect for the classroom and instructor.  Ar-

rive to class early and have materials (see 

page 1 for details) ready to be used when the 

tardy bell rings.  Listen attentively when the 

instructor is speaking, and treat classroom 

furniture, textbooks, and other supplies in a 

courteous manner that respects the other 

people who make use of them.

A conscientious use of decency, dignity, 

and respect should be applied in all aspects 

of life and is essential to the progress and 

success of an academic environment.
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Make-ups & Extra Help

Mr. Friend is available each week for 

additional help with in-class assign-

ments or for opportunities to make-up 

classwork missed due to absence.

Just visit room 2D-015 on Mondays and 

Tuesdays after school (2:30–3:00) or 

on Thursdays and Fridays before 

school (6:45–7:15).



Reading for Analysis
Each of the stories we study in this class 

have been chosen with two primary purposes 

in mind: first, that they are enjoyable stories 

that have a healthy degree of interesting 

material to ingest, and also that they contain 

excellent examples of literary devices.  When 

reading a story for class, you will need to 

consider it from two perspectives that align 

with the criteria used for selection.  Not only 

will you naturally determine which aspects of 

the writing best hold your interest, but you’ll 

also need to critically consider its literary 

value, as well.

One of the first techniques we will dis-

cuss in class is the Reading Process you are 

expected to actively follow with each of the 

chosen selections for the course.  Following 

this prescribed procedure will best enable you 

to identify, consider, and learn from the con-

tents and author’s style in the stories we read.

A major focus of our class is to go well 

beyond reading comprehension into text 

analysis, discussing how authors are effective 

in expressing and conveying their ideas or 

eliciting emotional and thoughtful responses in 

readers.  We will consider the intended audi-

ence of each piece of writing we study, and 

we’ll discuss what each writer does to get his 

or her point across.

Comparing literature helps focus on 

stylistic decisions made by authors, and we’ll 

draw connections among the stories we study 

to see how approach and content work hand 

in hand to create an ultimate impact.  With 

each unit of study, we will also work on writ-

ing skills, taking into consideration a similar 

attention to detail and style.

Writing for Clarity
This class will make extensive use of 

writing to organize presentations, check for 

comprehension, and express ideas.  You can 

expect an essay-length written response 

typically every two weeks.  We’ll use these 

responses to improve communications skills 

and keep our mental focus in check.

As we progress through the year, we'll 

be building toward the research project due 

on March 20, 2006.  The major focus for 

scoring the project is the clarity and organiza-

tion, building on the writing expectations from 

earlier in the year.  We’ll work on outlining, 

summarizing, and paraphrasing, plus writing 

effective and clear thesis statements.  By the 

time the research project rolls around, you’ll 

be an expert in organized writing.

When submitting written work, typed 

assignments are always appreciated.  Hand-

written work should be clear and neat with a 

minimal amount of corrections per page, with 

writing only on one side of the paper.  Typed 

papers should be printed clearly, with black 

ink, and only on one side of the paper.  For 

details on the margin settings, font sizes, and 

other detailed requirements, consult page 112 

of your OHS Honors English Primer.

If computer access from home is limited, 

Oviedo High School has several computer labs 

available for student use.  Check with Mr. 

Friend for details about availability and loca-

tion of these labs.  Several projects done in 

class will require computer use; for these, we 

will go to one of the computer labs as a class 

to give all students access to the necessary 

software.  Be sure to inquire about compatibil-

ity if you plan to continue work at home.
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Forms of Literature

This year, we’ll analyze 
many types of Literature 
to see how each form is 
best suited for a specific 
communication style.

1. Short Stories

Because of their small size, short sto-

ries are the perfect introduction to the 

fundamental concepts behind literary 

analysis.  We’ll use a substantial col-

lection of short stories to uncover the 

essential components of an effective 

story, from conflict to satire.

2. The Epic

We’ll use literature to study society 

while reading The Odyssey.  A tre-

mendous tale of a larger-than-life hero, 

this story will be our introduction to 

our studies of literary heroes and mo-

mentous events.

3. The Novel

Novels allow readers into the hearts 

and minds of their characters, develop-

ing them with more depth and com-

plexity than other literary forms.  We’ll 

study at least three novels this year, 

detailed on page two of this syllabus.

4. Poetry & the Play

Drama and poetry will round out the 

school year with a detailed study of 

two works by William Shakespeare — 

the historical King Lear, plus the infa-

mous and tragic Romeo and Juliet.

On Track for AP

English 9G is intended as a foundation 

course that identifies and discusses the 

elements of literature, composition, 

and research that are essential to suc-

cess in both life and school — particu-

larly Advanced Placement and college 

course work.



Grading Policies and Components

The Big Picture: Semesters
At the high-school level, grades are re-

corded and averaged on a per-semester ba-

sis.  Your GPA is officially updated twice a 

year to reflect the credits you earned that 

term.  Semester grades are also used on 

transcripts, which are reported to colleges 

and scholarship agencies.

Grades for each semester are a combi-

nation of the two quarter averages from that 

term (each 40% of the semester average), 

plus a cumulative semester exam (20% of the  

semester grade). Oviedo High School’s at-

tendance policy allows students with few 

absences in a class to qualify for an exam 

exemption, provided they have sufficiently 

high grades for each quarter.  Specific details 

regarding the entire attendance policy will be 

provided during the first week of class.  Our 

attendance policy provides a great reward for 

academic success.

Quarterly Details
Scores for each nine-week grading pe-

riod are determined through a two-stage 

averaging process, illustrated by the chart 

near the top of this page.  Assignments com-

pleted for this class will be assigned a particu-

lar “task type” of test, project, quiz, class-

work, or exam.  Every assignment score from 

a particular task type is combined to create a 

task type average; those scores are then used 

(as in the chart) to create an overall average.

Typically, each graded item (quiz ques-

tion, project score) is worth the same as all 

others in a given task type.  The instructor 

reserves the right to adjust assignment weight-

ing based on difficulty level or other aca-

demic considerations.  Class participation 

may also constitute up to 10% of a student’s 

quarter average.

Repor ting 
Grades

In addi-

tion to official, 

printed reports 

sent twice per 

quarter by the 

school (pro-

gress repor ts 

and report cards), 

you can expect to 

receive detailed grade 

reports via email every 

one to two weeks.  These re-

ports will list each assignment from class, as 

well as any notes attached to your scores.  Be 

sure your email address is on file and current 

to keep up-to-date with your progress.

Related In-Class Policies
LATE WORK

The OHS late-work policy is that long-

term assignments (those due more than ten 

school days after they are assigned) are 

subject to a deduction of one letter grade per 

day if submitted after its due date.  In this 

class, students may submit two late short-term 

assignments per semester for “free” (within 

two days of the due date).  Any other late 

short-term assignments will be subject to sig-

nificant grade deductions and will only be 

accepted with prior parent notification.  (See 

in-class form for details.)

TARDINESS & HALL PASSES
Students not ready to begin class on time 

will be marked tardy.  Passes written to leave 

class for non-academic purposes are recorded 

as a tardy due to missed class time, as well.  

All recorded tardies are subject to the appro-

priate OHS attendance policy.

Page 4 2005-2006 School Year http://misterfriend.net

 Stay Informed.

 Get Connected. 

 Keep In Contact.

http://misterfriend.net

E-mail
mail@misterfriend.net

Phone Mail
407.320.4208

Snail Mail
601 King St
Oviedo FL 32765-9712

OHS Front Desk
407.320.4050

OHS Guidance Office
407.320.4238

OHS Attendance Office
407.320.4053

Class Projects

Knowledge + 
Creativity
Frequent projects 

allow for a wider 

range of student 

responses to the ideas 

discussed in class with 

each piece of literature 

we study.  Using a variety 

of project types allows you to 

avoid limiting yourself to essay 

writing all year.  Each project in this 

class will encourage you to interact 

with a topic  in a unique and creative 

way.

Pacing of Assignments
Each quarter, we will likely have three 

or four projects, averaging one every 

two or three weeks.  That way, one 

project doesn’t determine your entire 

grade, and we have enough time 

between projects to work with new 

material.

The Research Project
This is the big project you’ve likely 

heard stories about.  Combining all 

aspects of our studies throughout the 

school year, the Research Project gives 

you a chance to show your expertise 

on a particular topic and present your 

knowledge to your classmates.

Details about the project are in your 

OHS Honors English Primer beginning 

on page 110.  The project rubric, used 

to grade presentations, is on page 120.

The project is due March 20, 2006.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


